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until June 19) Secretary Hull instructs American diplomatic
representatives in Berlin and Rome to make the American
Government's position in this matter clear to the German and
Italian Foreign Ministers. Each of them is told that the United
States, having heard of the French request for an armistice,
"feels it desirable, in order to avoid any possible misunder-
standing, to inform Your Excellency that in accordance with
its traditional policy relating to the Western Hemisphere, the
United States would not recognize any transfer, and would not
acquiesce in any attempt to transfer, any geographic region of
the Western Hemisphere from one non-American power to an-
other non-American power." The French, British and Nether-
land Governments receive similar notices. Thus the United
States is committed to oppose any such transfer, whether it be
French Guiana or the Dutch West Indies to Germany or Italy,
or even Greenland to Great Britain, In preparation for main-
taining this position, the United States today sends notes invit-
ing the Foreign Ministers of the other 20 American Republics
to meet in emergency session to discuss the new problems in
the Western Hemisphere arising from the European war. (An-
nouncement that invitations have been sent for this conference,
which meets in Habana July 21, will be made June 19.)
JUNE 18
Despite the French request for an armistice, the Germans
press forward in all directions, determined to scourge France
until their terms are accepted. After some violent actions, ad-
vance German forces enter Cherbourg (77 miles across the
Channel from Britain's great naval base at Portsmouth) and